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Review to readers... Are you receiving
us? Is there anybody out there? We want
to know the fate of this little magazine.
Newspapers have their sales, TV shows
have the ratings but we editors are in a
feedback vacuum. Since this is the MAD
issue, we are foolishly seeking the answers
to some deep and meaningful questions.
Be honest (and gentle) with us. We need
to know whether it’s worth going on with
this lunatic behaviour.

Q.1. Do you find the Review interesting,
informative, useful, rivetting, abysmal or
what?

Q.2. Why don’t YOU ever write an article
or letter to the editors? Next time you see
a committee member, rather than privately
thinking she deserves to be "committeed",
give us some truthful answers to these
questions. Or drop us a letter at our new
address, below.

Review to readers... DO YOU READ ME?
Over and out.

P.S. Thanks to contributors who made a
big effort to comply with the due dates for
this issue. The next issue has the theme
of "Growth in Our Organisations” and
copy is due on the 13th of July.

The Maleny Co-operatives Review is published
by a committee comprised of representatives of
the involved groups.

Committee members are:

Meg Barrett, Jan Tilden, Peter Pamment,

Jane Skrandies, Elsie Brimblecomb.

Thanks to:

Parvana Jahanpanah from Primary School

Class 3BF for the front cover.

Desktop Publishing and Layout:

Jane Skrandies with help from Andru Martin, and
Peter Pamment’s laser printer.

Printed by:

Caimscross Press, Maple Street, Maleny.
Co-ordinator:

Jane Skrandies Ph 074-944374, or c/o - Enterprise
Centre Maleny, 23 Coral St., Maleny Q 4552.
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Saving the Planet
. Mary Garden

Person 1: Help! I can’t cope with this
place. It’s crazy. Perhaps I should leave?
Person 2: You take your mind with you
wherever you go.

Person 1: Look, I know all that stuff,
Person 2: Well, why don’t you look in the
bags you're lugging around. See who's
inside. Take time out for yourself.

Person 1: You’re trying to say I've got a
problem. How dare you. It’s not my
problem. I just try and be friends with
everyone,

Person 2: Conflict can be a good sign.
You can work through it. Who told you to
be friends with everyone. Now you're
grown up you can choose your friends.
Person 1: What! Work through it! Are
you trying to tell me I need a shrink?
Need therapy?

Person 2: No. Even shrinks carry bags.
Person 1: Look, if only others could see
things my way. PM RIGHT. We've got
no other choice. WE’VE GOT TO SAVE
THE PLANET, plant trees, save the
platypus, save the creeks, build a
permaculture village, live in harmony ...
Person 2: Sure you do. First check your
bags.

Person 1: Don’t you tell me what to do.
You give me the creeps with all that
psychobabble. That New-Age bullshit.
Person 2: Why don’t you try writing or
painting. Something creative. Release this
Sfrustration of yours.

Person 1: Who said I'm frustrated. That
stuff’s unnecessary. Waste of time. Who
wants to be arty farty.

Person 2: Well see you later. Enjoy

ourself.
e S

Person 3: Help. I can’t cope with this
place. It’s crazy. Perhaps I should leave.
Person 4: Well, why don't you?

Person 3: I'd feel like there’s something
wrong with me, that I was not strong
enough to stay.

Person 4: It might be the other way
around. But you have to know what you
want and need.

Person 3: 1 feel disillusioned. I thought 1
was working for a great cause: saving the
planet.

Person 4: What do you want? Need? The
greatest cause is to be true to yourself.
Person 3: T actually need to earn some
money. And spend more time with my
kids.

Person 4: Well, why don't you?

Person 3: That makes me a materialist?
Person 4: Sounds quite realistic to me ...
Person 3;: Hmmm.

Person 5: Help. 1 can’t cope with this
place. It’s crazy. Perhaps ...

Person 6: Great. I love it! Join the club.
Join another co-operative. How about
Jjoining Jo? Become a mad Barungite.
Collect seeds.

HELP!
to be continued ...

o
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A Madcap look at the MCU (MADCCU)

» Pauline Shewchenko

To follow the theme of this review I
lo.ked up the meaning of "mad" for
inspiration in relation to the Credit Union.

‘Md” 1. Mentally disturbed, deranged,
insane or demented.

One quick look at directors and
mun.gement leaving a board meeting
finishing at some ungodly time after
midnignt may cause some to think that
L.is definition has some bearing.
Especially when the topic of
conversation is centred on the recently
mace possible, wayward shopping
wrolleys which we are sure are going to
creed in  the dark comers of the
upermarket’s back car park and slowly
venture o.t to the new breeding grounds
11 t'e main street of Maleny. Amazing

what ma. derangements mental
exhaus‘iun can cause!

"Mad” 2. Enraged or irritated, angry.

A rare creature, seldom found at the .
MCU. Generally seen after ethical
discussions and/or decisions, leaving one
to believe that ethics can create such
diverse answers and emotions in
individuals or that the DSS have stuffed
up someone’s payment yet again!

"Mad” 3. (of animals) abnormally furious
or affected by rabies.

Sorry no known cases of rabies have
been reported as yet at the MCU.

"Mad"” 4. Wildly excited, frantic.

Management during end
reconciliations and accounting.

of year

"Mad” 5. Extremely foolish or unwise,
imprudent or irrational.

Not tolerated a: the MCU except at our
Xmas parties playing Julie’s party games
and not to 5e mention-d when recruiting
new direct: :s.
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"Mad" 6. Overcome by desire, eagerness
or enthusiasm etc.

The locks on the faces of the directors
when trying to find replacements on
committees; when new "big brother”
legislation arrives; being asked to write
articles for the review:; (and on a
positive note) when it’s coffee time
during the board meetings.

"Mad" 7. Wildly gay or merry; enjoyably
hilarious.

All MCU social functions.

So after this "mad” look at the MCU 1
have reached the conclusion that we
should acknowledge the "and" in Maleny
and District Community Credit Union and
become the MADCCU.

MAD Afternote (By MADCCU Tellers)

"Mad" is when the above writer rushes
into the MADCCU and drops 10
withdrawal forms and 15 deposit &
transfer forms in front of ONE teller. Two
hours later after the above transactions the
teller drags herself out into the back for a
revival drink.

Where Am I - What’s
happening to Maleny?

* Peter Pamment

Sweak! Sweak! Sweak! The sound of
terror that can cause a grown person to
shake in their gum boots. It’s the sound
that you can now hear when sitting in the
Credit Union tea room or any room in the
building on the supermarket side. What is
it? Why is it so threatening?

It all happened a few weeks back. [ left

the LETS office and was walking down
the new concrete path between the Credii
Union and the Supermarket. 1 had nearly
reached the back car park when I glanced
up and saw it. Yes there it was, the
afternoon sun shining off its chrome bits,
its little wheels jammed against the new
parking bay kerbs. I had never seen one
loose in Maleny, only firmly locked up
inside with no way out, its little wheels no
match for any steps.

I quickly retraced my steps back to the
LETS office. Stumbling though the
doorway I gasped "I saw one! It’s in the
Supermarket car park!" "They’ve
escaped!" I exclaimed. "Saw what?" was
the response from the assembled persons.
"A Shopping Trolley!" 1 replied. "1t’s in
the car park - just like any old suburban
shopping centre”. "Don’t you see! We've
been invaded and suburbanised - Maleny
as we knew it has been destroyed!" They
all looked at me as if 1 was Mad. |
quickly retreated to my car by the other
side of the building and left town.

I had heard it on the radio."Reports on a
Sunday moming, on Australia All Over
with  Mack’er. Reports of Shopping
Trolleys being found on the Nullarbor,
dragged up in fishing nets at sea etc. They
were everywhere and if let to escape
would breed up and slowly destroy
mankind. They had started in the so called
developed nations and were out to spread
worldwide and take control of all our
lives. We would be forced to push them
around for eternity.

. It was clear to me that part of the heart

of Maleny had already been destroyed. Al
the modification and changes at the
Supermarket were not to make the shop a
better place to shop, but had been inspired
by the influence of the subversive trolleys
to create an exit from the shop. 4
doorway with no steps, an escape from the
supermarket into the wider world of
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Maleny and on to greater trolley things.
Now as I work in the Credit Union the
sweak-sweak of the shopping trolleys
going down to the car park remind me of
their subversive plot. The evidence is
overwhelming: just watch - you see many
a trolley being pushed full down to the car
park, but never empty back up the slope.
Some sit in the car park just waiting their

chance to duck off when no one is
looking.
Watch  out  Maleny! The suburban

revolution is here - alive and well!

The Catastrophic
Apostrophic Conspiracy.

* Meg Barrett

They’re out there! Lurking in letterheads,
nestled in newspapers, emblazoned on
billboards, the bane of an ex English
teacher’s  life - inappropriate  and
inapplicable apostrophes. I’m a reasonable
person, not given to excesses or fetishism
but when I espy a renegade apostrophe,
my palms sweat and my lips begin to
tremble.

Where did T go wrong, 1 ask myself, as I
survey a literary landscape positively
litered with the offending elevated
commas. The rules governing the use of
the apostrophe are simple. There is
absolutely no room for creativity, yet it is
the most misplaced of all punctuation
marks. Members of the general public
(amateur sign writers in particular) seem
to operate on the assumption of the more
the merrier.

(Or ju’st in’sert an apo’strophe before
every ’‘single ‘s’.)  Well, I'm less than
nerry cvhen T osee spostrophes attached o

common plurals. So, the grocer claims to
sell apple’s, bean’s and melon’s. Apple’s,
bean’s and melon’s what, I mentally
enquire. Or maybe it’s some kind of
sentence completion game - apple’s awful,
bean’s better.

The placement of the apostrophe does
nothing for my state of mind when I'm
led to believe in the existence of whole
new groups. No longer are there women,
men and children (with the appropriate
women’s, men’s and children’s possessive
forms). We now have a society made up
of womens, mens and childrens, or so the
apostrophes tell me when [ see womens’,
mens’ and childrens’ as the frequently
used possessives.

Then there’s the infamous it’s/its debacle
which has me teetering on the brink of
insanity. Everyone knows that "it’s" means
"it is", while "its" denotes the possessive
of "it". 1’s a pity the upstart apostrophe
hasn’t yet learned it is place.

Seriously, punctuation does have its uses.
I wonder if you readers are aware of the
recent demise of the Maleny Credit Union.
I, cunning sleuth that I am, was alerted to
this fact by the judicious movement of an
apostrophe. I thought the Credit Union had
over a thousand members. Not so. When
my notice about a members’ meeting was
corrected to a "member’s meeting” in a
well-informed local rag, 1 realized that,
sadly, there is only ONE.

L
=—=0==0=0=
===

SRS N

Directors: Peter Pamment, Meg Barrett, Bill
McDonald, Pauline Shewchenko, Ray
Passmore, Graham Nott.
Co-Managers: Bob Smalley, Julie Parks,
Judy Williams.
‘ Secretaries: Jan Maskall, Vernette Love.
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CRYSTAL WATERS PERMACULTURE VILLAGE

Aberns Rosd MS18 Maleny QLD 4552

VISIONS OF MOChBA

 Chris Gwin

Six and a half days on this train from
China and now its 3:15 in the afternoon,
19th October 1990.
We’re nearly there Moskow - trees, parks,
suburban trains. Splashes of autumn,
yellow and red,
and cranes -
Buildings,
ten stories high and more.
A few cars, sheds, offices ...
Could be in London.
Washing on balconies - yellow buses,
red buses,
? mini SKIRTS? Hmmmm!!1!
SMOG.
More older buildings of brick, the new
ones concrete, a MOSKOW Suburban train
passes. I wave. They look away.
Tall chimneys and towers.
A cathedral shape leers out the mist -
huge and ghostly, pointing to
heavens.
Suddenly! Spikes and a Red Star above a
curved red roof.
That’s more like it - more like it.
15-30 MOSKOW - I see the sign.
We've arrived.

and BI/G massive Block

the

|
6

21st October 1990. 9:15 Moskow.

The people are so polite. I always get
offered a seat on the trains when they see
my walking stick. And on buses and -
trams. And once, by an officer in the
Soviet Navy - he gave me his seat. For six
and three-quarter years in the Brit'sh
Royal Navy I was taught he was my
enemy and now he offers me his seat

- My Friend.

The Nuke deterrent - Damn the Nukes!!!
Polaris suddenly seems such a murdercus
weapon. It’s a funny thing to walk around
MOSCOW knowing British missiles are
aimed at you and I'M sure - Glastnost o
not - they are. I know the absurdiry
anyway. My conversions came within
eight months of leaving the R.N. - apple
picking in N.Z. - with Pacifists But - here
in Moscow - its even more absurd!
Again!

Sure there’s problems and queries, but its
a beautiful city with beautiful people. In a
way it’s the same as London. If only there
was more travel and more money for
everyone to communicate and break down
the barriers and if you can’t trovel,
visualize your distant humans « our
family - cause we all a-e the sama,
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Moskow.

Onion shaped church towers
shoe box buildings
militia and great coats
queues
problems
-.ars, buses, trams
Metros designed like opera houses
for only S hoPEchS
Moscow is yours
Tte Metro
Yioscow problems
Fhe red star and flag
Problems but beauty
And History
The h:ture uncertain
bad times Locals say
But
0: me
The passing travelles
Moskow
Beauty Riches
Moskow.

Passion

A7 11 the Kremlin was mind blowing -
a0t in without a ticket.

“arks and Art Treasures and the
so-ernment too.

So ccld yesterday - icy winds.

rhing a coffee and cognac can’t fix up.

“hanged money in red square on the
o uck market and we had a bourgeois
ioht out - Caviar, Vodka and Cabaret.

T-day 1t’s snowing outside
mus  meet Karen at IPM foi a
Coffee and Cognac

Below 0° C Yesterday.

Cosy warm flat,
outside
through the window
dead leaves, a
gnarled grey
tree
Grey skies
snow
Dancing up and down
through the air
Moskow
warm
and
cold.

Cnara Benukomy
Oxva6pIn!

Co-op Treasurer: Kathy Trudgian
Chairperson: Robert Tap
Committee_Members: Chris Gwin, Ann Duffy

! Patria Cardle, Chris Rew.

Co-op Secretary: Barry O'Connell I
|
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Multi Answer Diatribe

about the Review
(or M.A.D. about the Review)

» Meg Barrett

To answer the following questionnaire,
tick all correct responses.

When a new Co-op Review comes out, I :
» rush to get my copy

» pick up my copy sooner or later

» ignore my copy and hope it will go
away

» leave
editors)
» check to see that they’ve spelt my name
right

» correct the grammar and punctuation

town n embarrassment

(the

The Co-op Review represen:s:

» the sixth principle of co-operation (co-
operation among co-0ps)

» good value for money (it’s free)

» a cross section of co-op opinion (very
Cross)

» the ravings of a lunatic fringe

» a way to get my name in print

I usually find the Co-op Review:
» informative and interesting

» better than a mogadon

» a waste of scarce resources

» in the dust under the bed

I contribute articles to the Co-op Review
because:

» I wish to maintain and indeed elevat
the cultural and literary standards of this
prestigious publication ‘

» I really believe in fostering the co-
operative ethic

» I'm my co-op’s rep. and no-one else
will write them

(That about covers our 4 contributors.)

I think an appropriate theme for a future
Review is: ’

» Creative Verbalisation (or running off at
the mouth)

» Ex-communication (or what we . talked
about before which is probably the
same as what we’re talking about now)

» Stultification and Contraction in Ous
Organisations

» In Search of Endarkenment

» Co-operative Conflict and Disharmony

» Intolerance and Harassment (or I'm
okay but you’re not)

» Recognizing Our Organisational
Inadequacies (or where to lay the blame)

Your SANITY RATING: Based on the total
number of ticked responses and an analysis of
your involvement in co-operatives.

0-5 You are absolutely sane and utterly
predictable. You belong to one co-op and
assiduously avoid all meetings. You have
no friends. (You’re too boring.)

6-10 Your friends call you zany. You
have a tendency to flirt with men:ai
instability. You belong to several co-ops.
Take care you dor’t lose control.

11-15 Even strangers sense your
demen tia. You tend to take on too much
responsibi .ity. You’re probably a secreiary
or a ¢o-op ~eview rep. Perhaps you world
benefit from u little lie down.
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:6-20  You are a total embarrassment to
our friends. Not for you the bounds of
edinary daily reality. You are constantly
n a state of anxiety as you flit from one
0-op meeting to the next. A long rest
-ay help.

21-2+ Your only friends are imaginary
onss. i ou dre a director of several co-ops.
You are a complete loony. Your behavicur
15 totally bizarre and you're likely to
vibber about any damn thing. Best get
your psychiatrist to induce a coma. (You
are Ihetred up, aren’t you?)

I'm mad ...
Reflections of
a Weary Feminist.

« Meg Barrett

At a recemt mecting of a women’s
professional organisaticn of which | am a
member, I found myself ruffled over one
of my personal betes noires - the negative
image of "feminism". At the afore-
mentionzc¢ meeting, we were productively

cngaged in  defining our organisation,
using a brainstorming exercise. The
adjectives flowed freely - supportive,

professional, communicative. Feminist, 1
suggested. 1 didn’t see too many problems
with using such a word to describe a
women’s group which purports to have as
its aim, the enhancement of the social and
economic well-being of women. No-one
nbjected, of course. It was, after all, a
brainstorm. Yet almost immediately, in
what seemed like a rebuke, or at least a
watering-down, came the word "feminine”.
A few women nodded in assent. And I
+ept my little innet knot of annoyance to
eaysalf. Until v o

Q

1 am annoyed, indeed MAD, that the
status quo, the powers that be and wish to

remain so, have done such a successfui

"job” on feminism that even indep=ndent,
intelligent women are reluctant to own it.

My Fontana Dictionary of Modern
Thought defires feminism as:
advocacy of the righis of

women,.....encompassing political ard
legal  rights, equal opportuniti~s,
sexual au:onomy and the right of self-
determination. (1990:312)

Most women would readily embrace such
rights as heir due. We all staunchly
support equal opportunity and individual
rights, .nd we proclaim our autonomy,
sexual or otherwise. Why is it then, that
we baulk at the title "feminist". It is
because the mainstream and its image-
makers, the media, have so successfully
portrayed the feminist as a sour, ugly
extremist, a failure as a "real woman",
who engages in such outlandish yet trivial
practices as burning her bra. Well, from
my individual perspective, 1 refute that
stereotype - feminists I know are warm,
intelligent, capable, supportive,
professional, expansive, wonderful women.
And I've never seen a single bra
incinerated.

But I have seen the cause of feminism
held back by women who deny it - women
who claim to believe in women’s rights
but who say they want to remain
"feminine”. That, to me, is the equivalent
of a black person supporting racial
equality but at the same time wishing to
remain servile "and forelock-tugging in
demeanour. Maybe I’'m equally the victim
of media stereotyping but to me,
"feminine” has connotations of demure,
sweet, silent, attentive, high-heeled, ankles
crossed and knees together, well-mannered
ard above all nic .



